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Submitted testimony on HB 2391 before the
House Committee on Human Services

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss elements of Oregon’s long-term care
continuum and system with you today.

Let us first explain who and what the Campaign for Oregon’s Seniors and People
with Disabilities is. We’re a diverse alliance of senior and disability organizations
representing business, consumers, labor and other concerned Oregonians who’ve
come together to help showcase the tremendous model of home and community-
based care services that makes Oregon unique. We believe we must protect and
invest in this efficient and cost-saving system and ensure we fulfill the promise of
Oregon Revised Statute Chapter 410 to provide independence, choice and dignity
to Oregon’s seniors and people with disabilities.

The Campaign supports the core concepts embodied in HB 2391 as its provisions
are among our priorities. The bill initiates an important conversation about the
value of providing non-Medicaid services for vulnerable Oregonians. It has been
our philosophy that we must first preserve what we have and know works well.
But we must also fix the things that will help strengthen the system and ensure
quality care. This includes investing in efforts that enable us to expand access and
supports, including information, early intervention and prevention.

Funding critical programs like Oregon Project Independence (OPI) is essential to
meeting these important goals. OPI helps ensure seniors and people with
disabilities can receive a variety of personal or home care assistance in their
homes, often preventing them from entering more restrictive and costly care
settings before it’s necessary.

Information and referral resources like the ones included in the Aging and
Disability Resource Center concept are considered a best practice in helping
individuals and families navigate the long-term care system and avoid confusion
and frustration when trying to find needed information, services and supports for
themselves or loved ones.

And appropriate family caregiver supports will help bolster a vital component and
backbone of long-term care in Oregon and across the country. It’s estimated that
the state alone has 420,000 unpaid family caregivers who provide an incredible
$4.6 billion of care.

Thanks you again for time and consideration of HB 2391 — we urge your support.



